MRL TESTING INSTRUCTIONS

                                          Orchard


Authorised: 
Date:  ____________________
· Refer to Standard Australian & International MRL’s for Pome Fruit.
· For all testing, if there is a consistent ‘high reading’ (i.e. more than twice in one testing routine), the frequency of testing will be increased from yearly to 6 monthly.
The following tests will be conducted throughout the year:
Chemical
	Type of Supplier
	Test
	Result
	Frequency
	Responsibility

	Pome Fruit
	C3
	Below FSANZ MRL’s 
(Standard 1.4.2) for fruit destined for Australian market.  Below International level, where fruit is destined for the International market.  
	One test from each product group yearly
	Quality Manager at LCS


Test method
· Medvet Laboratory is used.  It is a NATA certified lab.
· A chemical screen of approx 100 chemicals will be conducted (C3 program).
· Each test requires a minimum of 10 pieces of fruit, or 1kg.

High Test Results

· Follow up will be conducted on test results that are high.

· For chemicals above Maximum Residue Limits we, the grower, will investigate the problem with the assistance of an agronomist (where necessary).
· For Export fruit, if Residue Levels are within 10% of the MRL or above the MRL, repeat sampling will be done, and LCS will notify the importer of the result.

· All product is traceable through the LCS integrated scanning  system.

· Possible reasons for the MRL problem may be:

· Using a wrong chemical

· Incorrect quantity

· Not adhering to with holding period

· Chemical residues in soil or plant tissue

· Spray drift

· The above are only possibilities, and as each case is individual, an expert will be involved in the corrective action process.

· Further tests will be conducted to verify that changes made have actually worked.

