MRL Breach Procedure

In the event of residue testing highlighting a breach of maximum residue levels for a particular chemical a thorough investigation of chemical application practices is undertaken as well as product tracking and advising relevant customers of the incident.

1. Review chemical application records for the crop / block in question to determine any possible causes of the breach.

2. Contact pack-house and request copies of any post harvest treatment records for the crop / clock in question to determine any possible causes of the breach.

3. In investigating the potential cause of the MRL breach, at least the following information will be examined;

• Spray Diary

• Harvest and Dispatch Records

• Spray equipment calibration records

• Post harvest Treatments records

• Training records for personnel involved with chemical application

Harvesting, transport and packing equipment may be inspected for potential sources of contamination.

4. If possible an additional test from the block / crop in question will be undertaken to provide additional information regarding the extent of the problem. Any remaining produce will be isolated and placed “on hold” pending the results of additional testing.

5. If a specific cause can be found, then only customers receiving product from this crop / block must be notified in the first instance. Customers will be advised within 24 hours of the MRL breach being identified and will also be advised of actions being taken to determine the extent of the problem. Customers will be responsible for actions relating to disposition or otherwise of the crop. An additional residue test will be undertaken prior to dispatch of the next harvested crop / block to confirm this produce is clear.

6. If a specific cause of the breach cannot be found (such as not abiding by withholding period or incorrect rate of chemical applied), then the potential exists for other crops / blocks to also exceed MRLs. Customers of all potentially affected crops / blocks will be advised, within 24 hours, of the original MRL breach and of the actions taking place to determine the extent of the problem. Customers will be responsible for actions relating to disposition or otherwise of the crop. Additional MRL testing of these crops / blocks will be undertaken prior to dispatch to confirm compliance with MRLs.

7. Depending on the outcome of investigations, suitable preventive actions will be undertaken to minimize the likelihood of further MRL breaches. These may include;

• Retraining staff

• Retraining pickers

• Reviewing sampling procedure for MRL testing

• Reviewing post harvest chemical treatments

• Increasing level of residue testing

• Reviewing harvest procedures and spray diary review procedures

• Reviewing spray program in light of requirements of particular customers/countries

8. The Corrective Action Form will be completed with the outcomes of investigation and actions taken. Additional notes and records may be attached to the Corrective Action Form.
