Handling Chemical Spills Procedure
Equipment Required

You should always have the following equipment available in a convenient location and not stored in the same airspace as the chemicals:

· PPEs appropriate to the chemicals contained in the store

· Recovery drum — large enough to accommodate the largest chemical container you have on site (up to 210L).

· An empty, clean, waste disposal container

· Absorbent material (eg dry soil (not pure sand)
· Shovel

General Procedure

Spilled chemical poses a risk to human health and the environment. Planning for and having a strategy to cope with spills is important and can prevent a problem becoming a disaster.

Specific instructions for dealing with chemical spills are contained in the product MSDS.

In general, when handling a spill

· Keep people and animals away

· Identify the product and wear appropriate PPE. If you can’t identify the product, wear full PPE.
· Prevent the container from leaking further. Place it in a recovery drum if it is damaged. Once a leaking container is placed inside the drum it should be sealed and correctly labeled.
· Contain and absorb spilled liquids with appropriate absorbent material, then shovel into a suitable container for disposal (not the recovery drum). Shovel spilled solids up directly.

For further information on handling a chemical spill, ring the emergency telephone number found on the chemical label.

Never put yourself in danger when handling chemical spills

Workers involved in handling the spill need to make a report to management detailing:
• The nature of the spill

• The steps taken to clean it up

• The waste storage

• The people affected by the spill.

Depending on the size of the spill and threat posed, you may be required to report the spill to the appropriate government department/agency in your State.

